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MINUTES 

OF THE LAND USE BOARD, 
 BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG,  

HELD AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 111 RIVER STYX ROAD 
HOPATCONG, NEW JERSEY  

MAY 5, 2015 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETING 7:30 PM 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Alan Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT:  Chairman Alan Gilbert stated “that this 
meeting is held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 10:4-1 et seq. annual notice 
been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald, the New Jersey Sunday Herald and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements.” 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG:  Chairman Gilbert invited all present to salute the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL:   The Recording Secretary called the roll. 
PRESENT: Mayor Sylvia Petillo Councilman Michael Francis, Ron Jobeless, Alan 

Gilbert, Robert Duncan, Ken Trumpore, Sam Hoagland, Mike Rahill, and 
Mark Gaffney. 

ABSENT: Robert Rehe, Justin Lijo, and Phillip Reilly. 
 
PROFESSIONALS  
IN ATTENDANCE: John Ruschke- Engineer 
  William Haggerty- Attorney  
  Bill Donegan- Zoning Officer 
 
ABSENT:  None 
 
APPEAL: 
 
Diane Medcraft/Peter Simmonson           Block 31603 Lot 4               2 Oneida Avenue 
Continued from November 18, 2014 Meeting. Current Status discussion regarding Fence Permit 
approved by Zoning Officer at 4 Oneida Avenue. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that the Board received correspondence from Ms. Medcraft and that 
there has been a hearing date set for July 6, 2015 and that the Board will get an update after 
that; but for now it is out of the Boards hands. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that this appeal should be carried on the agenda to July. 
 
CONTINUED APPLICATION:  
 
NEW APPLICATION: 
 

1. Weldon Quarry                        Block 60001 Lot 12                        Woodport Rd   

Applicant is seeking approval for additional mining depth. Variances requested 242-38A 
Permitted principal use, and 242-18A Structure within 50 ‘of lake, 242-62B No structural 
alteration of building where in there exists a non-conforming use, Any variances required by the 
Land Use Board. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that there was mistake in the agenda; that a sentence must have been 
transposed from another application, and that the applicant is not seeking any variances. 
 
The attorney for the Weldon Quarry decided to defer the application until after the other 
applications were seen before the Board because the applicant felt they may take longer. 
 

2. John Hesse                         Block 10704 Lot 6    37 Rapalyea Rd. 
Applicant is seeking approval for a New Modular Single Family Dwelling. Variances requested 
242-38D(1) Lot size, and 242-38D(2) Lot width, 242-11C Steep Slope, Any variances required 
by the Land Use Board. 
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Chairman Gilbert stated that this application was on the agenda at the last meeting, but the 
applicant was unable to put notice in the newspaper in time for that meeting; therefore the 
application was carried to this meeting.   

 
Mr. Haggerty swore in John Hesse. Mr. Haggerty asked if Mr. Hesse was the property owner, to 
which he responded that he was not and that his father was. 
 
Mr. Haggerty asked Mr. Hesse’s father if he was authorizing his son to speak on his behalf, to 
which he responded, “Yes”. 
 
Mr. Hesse stated that they have this lot and they would like to build on it. They applied for the 
variance because it’s an undersized lot and they would like to be able to put a bi-level three 
bedroom house to make the street look better and benefit the town.  
 
Mr. Haggerty asked if it’s always been a vacant lot. 
 
John Hesse Sr. was sworn in before the Board as the property owner. Mr. Hesse Sr. stated that 
it’s always been a vacant lot. 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked if the applicant had received the municipal engineer’s report and if the 
applicant had any comments on the report. 
 
Mr. Hesse stated that they had received it and agreed with the variances that they needed to 
apply with as well as the conditions. 
 
Mr. Ruschke stated that it’s just construction detail, straightening out the storm water and the 
draining.  
 
Mr. Hesse stated that he would send it to his engineer. 
 
Mr. Haggerty asked Mr. Hesse if he had sent a NASH letter and if he had proof that he did. 
 
Mr. Hesse stated that he did send out the NASH letter. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that a NASH letter is a letter that gets sent to the adjoining owners to see if 
they are interested in purchasing the property and adding it to their property to eliminate an 
undersized lot. This lot is one of the bigger lots in the area, it’s not significantly undersized at all, 
but they have to go through the formality.  
 
Mr. Trumpore stated that there was only one adjoining property. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that the Board could carry the application pending submission of proof of 
the NASH letter.  
 
Mr. Hoagland stated that it would be an improvement to the town. 
 
A discussion ensued amongst the Board members about a drainage pipe on the property. 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked if the Board had any further questions or comments. Seeing no one 
Chairman Gilbert opened the meeting to the public for questions or comments. There being no 
questions or comments from the public, the meeting was brought back to the Board. 
 
Sam Hoagland made a motion to approve John Hesse’s application as long as there’s 
compliance with Mr. Ruschke’s review letter and the applicant’s submission of the NASH letter. 
Seconded by Robert Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Hoagland, 
Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: None 
 
Mr. Ruschke state that the Board shouldn’t entertain a waiver of memorialization because the 
engineering plans need to be revised. 
 
The Board agreed. 
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3. Jeffrey Rosenberg                Block 31603 Lot 17    11 Kisling Avenue 
Applicant is seeking approval for Certification of Pre-existing non-conforming use (2 Family in 
an R-1 zone). If not approved, requesting a variance for the same. The construction of a Rear 
Deck and Side Deck with handicap accessible ramp requested as well.  Variances requested 
242-38A Permitted principal use, and 242-18A Structure within 50 ‘of lake, 242-62B No 
structural alteration of building where in there exists a non-conforming use, Any variances 
required by the Land Use Board. 
 
Jeffrey Rosenberg was sworn in before the Board as one of the owners of the property. 
 
Mayor Petillo and Councilman Francis recused themselves from the application. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that for full disclosure that he is an attorney but does not do land use, and 
that this is all new to him, so if he is not giving the Board what they need to please tell him. 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked what Mr. Rosenberg has to prove pre-existing non-conforming use. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that his parents bought the property in 1956, so he has the deed to the 
property. 
 
Chairman Gilbert had the deed marked as A-1. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated they started building the house in 1957 and finished building the house in 
1958. Mr. Rosenberg stated that he has the survey from August 29, 1958, which was marked A-
2. 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked if he had anything that shows that it was a two family dwelling. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that he had the official Tax Assessors card (which was marked A-3), 
showing a mother/daughter separate entrance; also the room count exactly matches the plans 
submitted. It shows kitchen, living room, dining room, bedroom, and bathroom all on one floor 
with separate entrance. Upstairs it shows two bedrooms, two bathrooms, living room, dining 
room, and kitchen with a separate entrance as well. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that the Tax Assessors card is dated 2015. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that there has to be an earlier Assessment card than 2015. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that he did an OPRA request and that’s what he was given. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that in order to prove pre-existing non-conforming it would have to be 
dated 1959. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that they did a zoning permit in 1998 to repair the chimney, and the home 
was listed as a two family home on the application (zoning application was marked A-4). 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that’s still only 1998, not 1959. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that he had a witness who could be sworn in. 
 
Mr. Haggerty swore in Daniel Goldstein as a witness and asked if he was familiar with this 
property, to which he stated, “Yes”. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg asked Mr. Goldstein if he was familiar with a picture (the picture being marked 
A-5). 
 
Mr. Goldstein stated that he was. He stated that the picture was taken when he was about 10 
years old, so in 1957, and it was by the tent when they were building the house. Mr. Goldstein 
stated that their families have been friends since their parents were in High School together. He 
also stated that he spent at least a week there every summer since. Mr. Goldstein stated that 
it’s always had two separate entrances and that the family would rent the house out separately. 
 
Mr. Haggerty asked Mr. Goldstein where he lives. Mr. Goldstein replied that he lived in 
Bridgewater. 
 
Mr. Haggerty asked Mr. Goldstein if he has a home in Hopatcong. Mr. Goldstein stated that he 
does not, but has been coming here to stay in that house because their families were so close 
for years. They would stay there in the summer and in the winter (to ice fish and ice skate). 
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Mr. Haggerty asked Mr. Goldstein if he had seen any changes to the home since he had been 
there (interior or exterior or anything that would change the layout). Mr. Goldstein stated that he 
had not seen any changes other than painting or maintenance. 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked Mr. Rosenberg if the home is currently occupied. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that there was a tenant living there up until a few months ago when they 
had a plumbing leak which prompted them to apply for permits to upgrade. Mr. Rosenberg 
stated that there was one tenant upstairs and they use the downstairs for their family. 
Sometimes it was the other way around. 
 
Mr. Haggerty asked how far Mr. Rosenberg’s familiarity with the property goes back. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that he was there when they bought the property in 1956 and in 1957 
during the first summer. Mr. Rosenberg pointed himself out in the A-5 picture. He stated that the 
house was built as shown on the plans, with two separate units and entrances and has been 
used as such since. 
 
Chairman Gilbert opened the meeting to the public for questions or comments. There being no 
questions or comments from the public, the meeting was brought back to the Board. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that there is an application for a variance for the deck within this 
certification application which he did not feel was considered an expansion. 
 
Chairman Gilbert opened the meeting to the public for questions or comments on the overall 
application. There being no questions or comments from the public, the meeting was brought 
back to the Board. 
 
Mr. Donegan stated that there was going to be a little partition work. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that there are currently two toilet and sink rooms with an adjoining central 
shower and tub room. He would like to open up the bathroom to have one full bath and move 
the second toilet and sink to the deck as handicap access. 
 
Mike Rahill made a motion to approve the entire Jeffrey Rosenberg application. Seconded by 
Robert Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Hoagland, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: None 
 
Chairman Gilbert informed the applicant that they would be memorializing the application next 
month. 
 

4. Cristian Aciu                        Block 50608 Lot 9                        16 Hilltop Rd   
Applicant is seeking approval for replacement of an existing cape cod dwelling with expansion 
and full 2nd level. Variances requested 242-38D(4) Front yard setback, 242-38D(6) Rear yard 
setback, 242-38E(1) Building Footprint, 242-18A Structure within 50’ of lake, Any variances 
required by the Land Use Board. 
Preexisting Non-conforming 242-38D(1) lot size, 242-38D(2) lot width, 242-38D(5) side yard 
accessory (shed), 242-21F Frontage. 
 
Mr. Haggerty swore in Cristian Aciu as the property owner. 
 
Mr. Aciu submitted a set of 5 pictures (simulations) marked as A-1 through A-5. 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked Mr. Aciu if he had a set of plans. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that Mr. Aciu provided a portion of a variance plan, a portion is cut off. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that there aren’t enough pictures for the Board or a set of plans for 
each of the Board members.  
 
Mr. Trumpore stated that they needed to see a set of engineering plans in order to see things 
like what he will do about the driveway and how hard it is to turn around. How far it is from the 
lake, setbacks, and the driveway. 
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Mr. Haggerty stated that they need a set of architectural plans, and a depiction of the setbacks 
so that the Board knows the positioning in connection with the property boundaries. 
 
Councilman Francis asked Mr. Aciu if he had an engineer. 
 
Mr. Aciu stated Careaga Engineering. 
 
Councilman Francis stated that Mr. Aciu needs to get in touch with our Engineer. 
 
Mr. Jobeless stated that they need a set of plans, showing how the property flows; showing 
what the roof looks like, where the gutters are, a detailed set of plans where the rooms are. 
 
Mr. Trumpore stated that Mr. Aciu is building a bigger house with more rooms, so he would 
need to upgrade his septic. And he needs an engineer to design that. 
 
Mr. Aciu stated that the septic is in the works. 
 
The Board agreed that they need to see a set of plans for an informed decision. 
 
Mr. Ruschke stated that it is an undersized lot, so they needed the details. 
 
Mr. Aciu asked exactly what he needs. 
 
Mr. Trumpore and Mr. Jobeless stated that he needed architectural plans and engineering plans 
with a seal. 
 
Mr. Ruschke stated that he needed to show the topography and the lot grading. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that he would need to come back for a height variance in case anything 
was off.   
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that Mr. Aciu needs to go to Jeff Careaga and have him work on a set 
of plans and discuss it with Mr. Ruschke; Mr. Careaga has testified before the Board many 
times, so he would know what they are looking for in order to approve this. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that the Board would like to have this matter continued at the next hearing 
to give Mr. Aciu time to get the plans together. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that they need to have a motion to continue this to the next hearing date 
without further notice and asked if that would be enough time? 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that this should go to the meeting in June so he can submit plans by 
the 10 days. 
 
Mr. Aciu requested that the application be continued to June 16. 
 
Mr. Hoagland made a motion to continue Cristian Aciu’s application to June 16 without further 
notice. Seconded by Mike Rahill. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Hoagland, 
Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: None 
 

5. Weldon Quarry                        Block 60001 Lot 12                        Woodport Rd   

Applicant is seeking approval for additional mining depth. Variances requested 242-38A 
Permitted principal use, and 242-18A Structure within 50 ‘of lake, 242-62B No structural 
alteration of building where in there exists a non-conforming use, Any variances required by the 
Land Use Board. 
 
Bill Butler introduced himself to the Board as the attorney for Weldon Quarry LLC. He stated 
that he has a practice in Westfield, NJ. Mr. Butler stated that they last appeared before the 
Board in 2005 to dig deeper in this pit. They wanted to go from 1120 feet above sea level to 970 
feet above sea level. That application was granted and a variance was granted in association 
with that application regarding steep slopes. To understand a quarry, you take a pyramid and 
turn it upside down; you go from a very wide top and you get tapered and you go down. You go 
down by building benches. In this part of the country, the benches are 50’x50’. It gets narrower 
as you go down. Mr. Butler quoted page 5 of the resolution from 2005, in regarding to the 
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benching. Mr. Butler stated that in the resolution on page 6 that the applicant cannot excavate at 
a level below 970’ above sea level without approval of the planning board and that they needed 
to come back in 10 years. 
 
Mr. Butler stated that he received a phone call from Dr. Starcher that indicated that members of 
the Board wanted to see the site. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that the Board has to be cautious to avoid a quorum or the Board would 
have to notice to the newspaper. 
 
Mr. Ruschke suggested that two different groups go if they want to cycle it to avoid the quorum. 
 
The Board agreed that they would avoid the quorum. 
 
Mr. Trumpore stated that he went to visit and he was shown everything they need to see. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated they need to establish a date to visit.  
 
The Board agreed that 4 or less Board Members will visit the Quarry on Saturday, 5/16/15 at 
9:00am and that the secretary will see if any member, that is not currently present, would like to 
visit as well. They will meet at the scale house where they enter the Quarry. 
 
Robert Fulton Weldon III was sworn in by Mr. Haggerty. Mr. Weldon stated that he is a member 
of the LLC. 
 
Mr. Weldon stated that there are 3 managers of the LLC; Richard Weldon (father), Bill Weldon 
(father’s first cousin), and Robert Fulton Weldon III (himself). 
 
Mr. Butler stated that he writes letters of reclamation to the Mayor and past Mayors.  
 
The drawings (plans) was marked exhibit AW-1 5-5-15 titled “Amended Site Plan, Amended 
Master Plan, Amended Mining Plan, and Amended Reclamation Plan”. 
 
Mr. Weldon explained that there are 3 reclamation areas. The first reclamation area is along the 
Hopatcong/Sparta Line, the “Sparta Face”. Most of this area was done before they acquired the 
property in 1996. There is then a main hall road that separates the 1st and 2nd reclamation area. 
 
Councilman Francis asked what a reclamation area was. 
 
Mr. Weldon stated that a reclamation area is an area that they have put over burden over and 
then hyroseeded to make sure its stable. They have to stay within 100 acre mining area, and by 
reclaiming areas they can open up 4.5 acres somewhere else. They do this to stay in the same 
foot print. 
 
Mr. Weldon stayed that the 3rd reclamation area is a boundary which they avoid going past. This 
area is an iron pyrite zone. Iron pyrite rusts and bleeds and is not good for construction material. 
They have no use for it, and don’t know what to do with it. For this reason, so they don’t have to 
go through the expense, they would rather stay within the same foot print. 
 
Mr. Butler marked exhibit AW-2 5-5-15 which are reclamation letters. Mr. Butler read one of the 
letters that was written to Mayor Petillo. 
 
Councilman Francis asked what over burden was. 
 
Mr. Weldon stated that over burden is dirt, tree stumps, and rock. They use it to stabilize an 
area.  
 
Mr. Butler marked exhibit AW-3 5-5-15 which were pictures and text of reclamation area 1 and 2 
that were taken in the summer of 2014. Mr. Butler had Mr. Weldon read the text to describe the 
details of the picture. 
 
Mr. Butler marked exhibit AW-4 5-5-15 which were the pictures of the Sparta Face. 
 
Mr. Butler went through Dr. Starcher’s report as it pertains with non-hydrology and non-geology; 
only the information that Mr. Weldon can attest to such as setbacks.  
 
Mr. Trumpore stated that there is a portion of the fence down near the water reclamation area 
is. 
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Mr. Weldon stated that they will look into it. That people cut the chain links to get in to the 
Quarry and they were doing some tree work and knocked down parts of the fence, so it needs 
to be repaired.  
 
Mr. Butler marked exhibit AW-5 5-5-15 and had Mr. Weldon explain the pictures from last winter 
showing the ramp going from 1020’ going down to 970’ and a picture of the pit at 970’. There is 
a truck that spouts water to keep dust down. 
 
Mr. Weldon explained that water in the pit evaporates. 
 
Mr. Weldon explained that in the water discharge pond (upper pond) has the sump water and 
the lower pond water gets pumped into it. The water truck uses the lower pond water that 
comes out of a holding tank. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that in 2005 they waived the environmental impact statement, so if the 
Board concurs, they may waive it again. 
 
Chairman Gilbert opened the meeting to the public for comments on the environmental impact 
statement. There being no questions or comments from the public, the meeting was brought 
back to the Board. 
 
Councilman Francis made a motion to waive the environmental impact statement. Seconded by 
Mike Rahill. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Hoagland, 
Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: None 
 
Mr. Butler continued to review Dr. Starcher’s review letter and says that they will have Dr. 
Heiser give more input.  
 
Mr. Butler stated that they look forward to seeing some of the Board Members on 5-16-15. 
 
Chairman Gilbert opened the meeting to the public for questions or comments on the overall 
application. There being no questions or comments from the public, the meeting was brought 
back to the Board. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that it is the applicant’s request to carry the meeting until May 19, 2015.  
 
Mayor Petillo asked if it would be inconvenient for the application to be carried to the following 
meeting in June. 
 
Mr. Weldon stated that would be fine. 
 
Councilman Francis made a motion to carry the application to June 16, 2015. Seconded by 
Robert Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Hoagland, 
Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: None 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
B. Donegan  Home Professional Office (Zoning-242-32B)        1 Chair Beauty Parlor? 
 
Mr. Donegan stated that he passed out a copy of the home professional offices ordinance 
because he had a woman ask him if she could put a one seat beauty parlor in her home. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that the ordinance sets forth examples of licensed professionals. 
 
The Board agreed if she was licensed that it was fine to have the one seat. 

 
 
  



8 

 

RESOLUTION:          Hearing Date 
 
1. Diliberti       Block 31704 Lot 65          54 Ithanell Rd   04/07/15 
 
Councilman Francis made a motion to approve the Diliberti Resolution. Seconded by Mark 
Gaffney. 
(Mr. Hoagland stepped out of the room during the voting for this resolution.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Hoagland, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: Gilbert and Trumpore 
 
 
2. Issa         Block 30501 Lot 11      321 Lakeside Blvd  04/07/15 
 
Mark Gaffney made a motion to approve the Issa Resolution. Seconded by Councilman Francis. 
(Mr. Hoagland stepped out of the room during the voting for this resolution.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Hoagland, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: Gilbert and Trumpore 
 
 
3. AMP Properties Investment   Block 31101 Lot 32   247 Maxim  Dr.   04/21/15 
 
Mark Gaffney made a motion to approve the AMP Properties Investment resolution. Seconded 
by Robert Duncan. 
(Mr. Hoagland stepped out of the room during the voting for this resolution.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Hoagland, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: Gilbert and Trumpore 
 
 
4. Todd Abrams       Block 10712 Lot 1              32 Shore Rd.          04/21/15 
 
Robert Duncan made a motion to approve the Todd Abrams resolution. Seconded by Mark 
Gaffney. 
(Mr. Hoagland stepped out of the room during the voting for this resolution.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Hoagland, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: Gilbert and Trumpore 
 
 
5. Barbara Klipple   Block 30408 Lot 17     239 Lakeside Blvd           04/21/15 
 
Councilman Francis made a motion to approve the Barbara Klipple application. Seconded by 
Robert Duncan. 
(Mr. Hoagland stepped out of the room during the voting for this resolution.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Hoagland, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: Gilbert and Trumpore 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
A motion is in order to approve the meeting minutes of April 21, 2015. 
 
Councilman Francis made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of April 21, 2015. Seconded 
by Mark Gaffney. 
(Mr. Hoagland stepped out of the room during the voting for the meeting minutes.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Hoagland, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: Mayor Petillo, Gilbert, and 
Trumpore 
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WORKSESSION: 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
ESCROW REFUND:  

 

Shirley Nelson   Block 50413  Lot 9   $401.30 

David Dawson   Block 11307  Lot 14   $318.50 

 
BILLS:           

DOLAN AND DOLAN 
        

HATCH MOTT MACDONALD 
  
Inv. 206603  Greentree  Block 30307  L 3 $ 1,738.50 
 
 

NEW JERSEY HERALD 
 

 A motion is in order to approve the bills for the meeting of May 5, 2015. 
 
Mayor Petillo made a motion to pay the bills for the meeting of May 5, 2015. Seconded by 
Councilman Francis. 
(Mr. Hoagland stepped out of the room during the voting for the bills.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Mayor Petillo, Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, and 
Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Hoagland, and Lijo, Reilly Abstentions: None 
 
 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
After giving all persons present an opportunity to address the Governing Body, Chairman Alan 
Gilbert will request a motion to close the meeting to the public and return to the regular order of 
business.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Highlands Planning/Funding 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that he recommends that John Ruschke be our planner so that they 
may continue their Highlands Planning. 
 
Mr. Ruschke stated that he is a licensed planner and he is able to do the job. He also stated that 
if there is anything that he isn’t qualified for, that the Board would need to hire someone for the 
particular project. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that he doesn’t see any conflict issue; that it should be fine. 
 
Chairman Alan Gilbert made a motion to recommend to the Mayor and Council that John 
Ruschke be hired as the Borough Planner. Seconded by Ken Trumpore. (Mayor Petillo and 
Councilman Francis could not vote on this matter and Mr. Hoagland stepped out of the room 
during the vote for this recommendation.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Hoagland, and Lijo, Reilly Abstentions: None  
 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked if there was any more Old Business. 
 
Mr. Ruschke stated that he had an update on the Highlands. They are close to being 
reimbursed by the Highlands. Mr. Ruschke doesn’t want to continue moving forward with 
Lakeside, but he wants to get the past bills paid. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that his concern is that we have patch work being done. 
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A discussion ensued about the work being done and the details with the County. 
 
In addition, Councilman Francis stated that the Board should make a recommendation to 
approve two midblock crossings to the Freeholders to the Mayor and Council. The two midblock 
crossings should be for Patrick’s Pub and for the new Condos. 
 
Councilman Francis also stated that the County Planning Board approved the Condos and their 
site plan. 
 
Chairman Alan Gilbert made a motion to ask the Mayor and Council to request to the County 
to approve two midblock crossings: one for Patrick’s Pub and one for the new Condos. 
Seconded by Sam Hoagland. 
(Mayor Petillo and Councilman Francis could not vote on this matter.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Hoagland, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: None  
 
Mr. Jobeless asked where the Board was with the Madhouse Property. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that John Ursin is working on it, and that it should be done soon. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Mr. Haggerty had brought before the Board a new Ordinance to be proposed. The Ordinance 
was to include fences on commercial properties as eligible for a site plan waiver. This 
Ordinance needs to be recommended to the Mayor and Council for approval. 
 
Mark Gaffney made a motion to recommend that this Ordinance be approved by the Mayor and 
Council. Seconded by Sam Hoagland. 
(Mayor Petillo and Councilman Francis could not vote on this matter.) 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Jobeless, Gilbert, Duncan, Trumpore, Hoagland, Rahill, and Gaffney 
Nays: None Absent: Rehe, Lijo, and Reilly Abstentions: None  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Chairman Alan Gilbert requested a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
9:43pm. 
 
Motion by:  Sam Hoagland Seconded by: All      All in favor? Aye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             _____________________________ 
             Amanda Nevins 
             Land Use Board Recording Secretary 


